Introduced by Council Member Bishop: 

ORDINANCE 2014-315
AN ORDINANCE NAMING THE DOG PARK AT ED AUSTIN REGIONAL PARK IN HONOR OF JOHN ROBERTS; WAIVING THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 122.102(a), ORDINANCE CODE, REGARDING NAMING PUBLIC FACILITES AFTER LIVING PEOPLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, John Roberts was born in LaPorte, Indiana, earned his bachelor’s degree in botany and political science at Valparaiso University and his master’s degree in industrial relations from Loyola University of Chicago; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Roberts spent almost his entire career working in the field of industrial relations, labor negotiations and economic analysis in the railroad industry before retiring in Jacksonville; and


WHEREAS, John Roberts has been extremely active in civic affairs, including serving as President/Treasurer of the Seminole Canoe and Kayak Club, President of the Wind Breakers Condominium Association, President of the Valley at Hidden Hills Homeowner Association, and Treasurer of the Greater Arlington Civic Council, among others; and 


WHEREAS, Mr. Roberts was instrumental in leading the effort to organize the campaign and raise the funding to establish a dog park at the Ed Austin Regional Park in Arlington, and it is fitting that the facility should be named to recognize his efforts in this regard; now therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Naming the dog park at Ed Austin Park for John Roberts.   The City of Jacksonville hereby names the Dog Park at Ed Austin regional Park located at 11751McCormick Road, Jacksonville Florida 32225, in honor of John Roberts.  

Section 2. 
Waiver of Section 122.102(a). Section 122.102(a), Ordinance Code, prohibiting the naming of a public facility after a living person is hereby waived due to the fact that recognition for the honoree is fitting on this parcel due to the efforts lead by John Roberts to establish this dog park. 

Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman
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